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NORTH CENTRAL 
LOYALTY SONG

North Central, North Central,  
To thee our song we raise.

North Central, North Central, 
In gratitude and praise.

These college days will come and go,  
But through the years will ever glow 
Our memories of thee.

North Central, we give our minds, 



PROCESSIONAL
Pomp and Circumstance, Elgar

PRESIDENT’S WELCOME
David Roland Finley, Ph.D., President

NATIONAL ANTHEM
Performed by Kaitlyn Hammerle, 
   NCMC Class of 2024 graduate

INTRODUCTION OF 
DISTINGUISHED GUESTS
David Roland Finley, Ph.D., President

PRESENTATION OF HONORARY 
DEGREE 
David Roland Finley, Ph.D., President

Stephen Strom, Ph.D.,  
    Vice President of Academic Affairs

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER
David Roland Finley, Ph.D., President

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Monica Peck, Librarian and 
Community Leader
   AAS, North Central Michigan College
   B.S., Lake Superior State University
   MLIS, Wayne State University

PRESENTATION OF GRADUATES
Stephen Strom, Ph.D.,  
   Vice President of Academic Affairs

PRESENTATION OF DIPLOMAS
Dan Rasmussen, Board Chairperson

Kerri Finlayson, M.A., 
   Anthropology and Sociology Faculty

Holly Owen, MSN, BSN, 
   Nursing Faculty

TURNING OF THE TASSEL
David Roland Finley, Ph.D., President

ALUMNI WELCOME
Chelsea Platte, 
   Vice President for Advancement 
   Executive Director - NCMC Foundation

RECESSIONAL

NORTH CENTRAL MICHIGAN COLLEGE  
64TH ANNUAL COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES 

May 3, 2024  |  7:30 p.m.
Petoskey Plastics Arena, Student and Community Resource Center



A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

North Central Michigan College's seven trustees are 
elected by Emmet County voters to serve without 
compensation for a six-year term. 

Seated are, from left: 

Secretary Melissa Keiswetter, Chair Dan 

Rasmussen and Trustee Chris Etienne. 

Standing are, from left: Vice Chair Dave Kring, 

Treasurer John Fought, Trustee James Shirilla and 

Trustee Keith A. Pretty.

Graduates, the word commencement means “a beginning.”  
�=�S�Y���L�E�Z�I���E�G�L�M�I�Z�I�H���E���W�M�K�R�M�¼�G�E�R�X���R�I�[���F�I�K�M�R�R�M�R�K�����[�L�M�G�L���M�R���M�X�W�I�P�J���M�W���G�E�Y�W�I���J�S�V��
celebration. The new opportunities that will present themselves because 
of your new beginning are also cause for celebration.

However, perhaps the greatest celebration is that you have arrived at this 
moment. For some of you, it has been a bumpy path to travel: obstacles, 



Monica Peck, librarian and community leader, will provide the 
commencement address to the class of 2024.

Peck, who graduated from North Central in 2009, is director of the Boyne 
District Library. In 2022, Peck was named the Public Librarian of the Year 
by the Michigan Library Association. Four years prior, in 2018, she was 
named a Rising Star by Wayne State University, where she earned her 
Master of Library Science degree.

Peck serves as a trustee on the Charlevoix County Community Foundation 
Board and the Leadership Charlevoix County Board. She also serves on the 
Boyne City Chamber of Commerce Board and the Otsego County Library 
Board. She and her husband, Jordan, live in Gaylord and share a blended 
family with seven children.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
MONICA PECK

�(�Y�V�M�R�K���X�L�I���G�I�V�I�Q�S�R�]�����G�S�P�P�I�K�I���S�¾�G�M�E�P�W���[�M�P�P���E�[�E�V�H���L�S�R�S�V�E�V�]��
degrees of Community and Educational Service to Pier and Renee 
�&�S�V�V�E���M�R���V�I�G�S�K�R�M�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�I�M�V���G�S�R�X�V�M�F�Y�X�M�S�R�W���X�S���X�L�I���L�I�E�P�X�L�G�E�V�I���¼�I�P�H��
and to the college.

Donors to North Central since 2009, the Borras have supported 
many funding priorities, including the Healthy Investment and 



STUDENT SENATE — WHITE CORD
A student-run government organization, Senate 
allows NCMC students to participate in institutional 
government by representation on Senate and 
College committees. Student Senate members 
assist in planning a variety of extracurricular 
activities held throughout the year. Student Senate 
�Q�I�Q�F�I�V�W���E�V�I���M�H�I�R�X�M�¼�I�H���F�]���X�L�I���[�L�M�X�I���7�X�Y�H�I�R�X��
Leadership cord.

STUDENT AMBASSADORS — PURPLE CORD
North Central’s Student Ambassador Program 
provides student-leaders with opportunities to 
�T�E�V�X�M�G�M�T�E�X�I���M�R���E�R���S�¾�G�M�E�P���G�E�T�E�G�M�X�]���E�X���G�E�Q�T�Y�W���I�Z�I�R�X�W��
throughout the year. The program brings together 
students from all areas of the community to enrich 
and enhance leadership and communication skills, 
personal growth and professional development, 
while creating lasting ties with students’ future 
alma mater. Student Ambassadors wear the purple 
Student Ambassador honor cord.

MILITARY SERVICE — RED, WHITE & BLUE CORD
Graduates who have served in the United States 
Armed Forces wear the red, white and blue Military 
Honor cord in recognition of their service to our 
country.

ATHLETICS — SILVER AND PEACOCK CORD
The NCMC Athletic Department provides positive 
opportunities for student-athletes to advance their 
academic, athletic and personal achievements 
through intercollegiate sports. Graduates who have 
completed two seasons of eligibility or who have 
been on the roster for both the Fall and Winter 
semester of their graduation year wear the silver and 
peacock Student-Athlete Honor cord.

EARLY COLLEGE — THE MEDALLION
The Early College program allows high school 
students to receive both a high school diploma and 
a North Central associate degree simultaneously, 
�K�V�E�H�Y�E�X�M�R�K���E�J�X�I�V���X�L�I�M�V���¼�J�X�L���]�I�E�V���S�J���L�M�K�L���W�G�L�S�S�P����
Our Early College partners include Boyne City 
Public Schools, Cheboygan Area Schools, Gaylord 
Community Schools, Inland Lakes School District 
and Public Schools of Petoskey. Early College 
graduates wear the Early College medallion.

PHI THETA KAPPA — GOLD STOLE
Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) is the premier honor society 
recognizing the academic achievement of students 
at associate degree-granting colleges while 
helping them grow as scholars and leaders. PTK 
provides opportunities for leadership and service, 
an intellectual climate fostering the exchange of 
ideas and ideals, lively fellowship for scholars, 
and stimulation of interest in continuing academic 
excellence.

Membership is by invitation only; eligible students 
must maintain a minimum 3.5 GPA with at least 12 
credits completed to be formally inducted into PTK. 
Members of PTK wear the gold PTK stole.

STUDENT NURSES ASSOCIATION
In accordance with the mission of the National 
Student Nurses Association (SNA), the mission 
of North Central’s Student Nurses Association is 
to organize, represent and mentor North Central 
students preparing for their initial licensure as 
registered nurses; to promote the development of 
skills to be responsible, accountable members of 
the nursing profession; and to advocate for high-
quality health care in a multicultural society. SNA 



The hoods worn by members of the Faculty and Administration provide information about each wearer’s 
academic background. The length of the hood denotes the wearer’s degree (bachelor’s, master’s or 
doctoral). The color of the lining denotes the school from which the degree was conferred, and the color of 
�X�L�I���Z�I�P�Z�I�X���I�H�K�M�R�K���H�I�R�S�X�I�W���X�L�I���¼�I�P�H���S�J���P�I�E�V�R�M�R�K�����*�S�P�P�S�[�M�R�K���M�W���E���P�M�W�X���S�J���G�S�P�S�V�W���I�W�X�E�F�P�M�W�L�I�H���F�]���X�L�I���-�R�X�I�V�G�S�P�P�I�K�M�E�X�I��
Code, which set the standards for academic dress in the United States. Except for revisions in 1932 and 
1959, the code has been unchanged since its inception in 1895.

THE MEANING OF COLORS



DEGREES CONFERRED

�(�J�W�Y�N�*�H�F�Y�J���T�K���)�J�[�J�Q�T�U�R�J�S�Y��

�(�J�W�Y�N�*�H�F�Y�J��

�&�X�X�T�H�N�F�Y�J���T�K���&�U�U�Q�N�J�I���8�H�N�J�S�H�J

�&�X�X�T�H�N�F�Y�J���T�K���&�W�Y�X��

�&�X�X�T�H�N�F�Y�J���T�K���,�J�S�J�W�F�Q���8�Y�Z�I�N�J�X

�&�X�X�T�H�N�F�Y�J���T�K���8�H�N�J�S�H�J

CONGRATULATIONS!





�3�Z�W�X�N�S�L

Charles Beck  **

Melissa Marie Brown  

Adelia Grace Cooper  

Katherine Marie Crawford  ***

Kassidy Brianne Dicus  

Jennifer L Fettis  

Leona Grace Follette  

Tracey Force  

Mackenzie Marie Gouine  *

Meghan Marie Gray  

Esther Tammy Hartman  

Alyvia Ann Johnson  *

Camron Patrick Johnson  

Audre Rose Kraus  

Katie Lynn Kurburski  

Jacqueline Anne Luttrell  

Tonia Marleen Marihugh  *

Tiffani Louise Martin  

Natasha Storm Mullen  

Randi Pettyjohn  ***

Adrienne Rose Russ  *

Clara Ruthig  ***

Wendy Lynn Ruthig  ***

Lexi Ernestine Seger  ***

Skyli Kate Shields  **

Kassia Maye Strong  

�4�K�*�H�J���&�I�R�N�S�N�X�Y�W�F�Y�N�[�J���8�J�W�[�N�H�J�X
Misty Gail Brooks  **

Welding
Maximus Gregory Nelson  ***

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS
Phoenix Gracemarie Backus  *

Jayna Josiephine Bearss  

Abby Madalyn Belski  **

Sara Reagan Berger  **

Ashley Kate Boyer  

Savana Cadarette  

Maggie Irene Chism  

Cooper Cogswell  *

Victoria Ann Collins  ***

Autumn Annmarie Conklin  

Jaylen Davison  

Kyle James Delnick  *

Blake Gene Diemond  ***

Charlie Dobbelaer  *

Abigail Anne Donovan  

Jaimasen Victoria Dunstan  *

Evan Alan Franks  

Lilly Freeman  ***

Madison Marie Fritcher  

Sophie Patricia Haan  **

Nyomie Leigh Hallenbeck  

Savannah Lindsay Hausler  

Maisy J Heiermann  ***

Mark Erick Hoover  **

e2C  T* [(Lilly Fmm]TJ K]TJ  /P tzmUS)/MCID 518 >>BDC  T* [(Mark Erick Hoo2son Marie F)14ding






